Tins accident, as a complication of fractures of the thigh, is not generally mentioned in surgical works ; it is not of frequent occurence, but as it materially influences the result of treatment, I think it is worthy of more particular notice. Three cases have come under my observation, in the European General Hospital at Bombay, during the last four years; in all of these the nature of the injury sustained was essentially the same. The patients fell from a considerable height, and alighted on their feet.
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The first case was that of a young man who walked over the edge of a high pier : the left leg was extended and struck the ground first; both legs were doubled under him, and both thigh bones were fractured in the middle third; the rectus muscle of the left was ruptured about three inches above the upper margin of the patella, causing a marked deformity at that spot; this consisted in a sulcus into which the fingers sank when passed over the part, and at the bottom of which the bone could be very distinctly felt, covered by a thin layer of muscle. In this case both bones united well, and with equal length; at the expiration of ten weeks, he had perfect use of the right limb, but hardly any power of extending the left; he was sent to England, and I have not had an opportunity of ascertaining how long this condition of the limb continued; at the time of his leaving, the sulcus at the seat of rupture was nearly obliterated, having been apparently filled up by fibrous tissue. In the other two cases, tho accident occurred by a fall from aloft upon the ship's deck, the patients alighting upon their feet; in one the left thigh, in the other the right, was fractured, both in the middle third; the muscle was ruptured in the situation before mentioned, vis., three inches above the patella; the symptoms were the same
